MOTOTHOME-TRAVELS.CO.UK BOOK OF BLOGS

Book of Blogs
by

motorhowme-trovels.co. uk

For Offline Reading Date Last Updated 11/12/2020 Page 1 of 238




MOTOTHOME-TRAVELS.CO.UK BOOK OF BLOGS

Hello - This is our New Blog, Blog 1

By guest, Feb 22 2012 06:45PM

Greetings from Keef & Annie. We plan to use this blog to document our travels in our Motorhome documenting via
photo and video what we have seen but also sharing hints and tips along the way. We have already spent a lot of time
in motorhomes travelling The Pacific Islands, NZ & Australia for almost a year in 2007 /8 and from one side of Canada
to the other in 2010. All of these trips were in "hire" motorhomes, but now we have embarked on getting one of our
own.

The world, well most of it, is our oyster. Stay with us, register using Facebook or your own login and come on our
fascinating journey.

YOU ARE MOST WELCOME
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From 18/8/2016 it was converted to HTML5 so will run without the need for Flash on all devices. Only blogs 1-67 are
represented here and they will not be transferred to motorhome-travels.co.uk as there are too many and it is too
onerous -

However....

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.
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The worlds most expensive

Motorhome (currently) - Blog 2

By keef & annie, Feb 23 2012 06:07PM
This is currently the worlds most expensive motorhome at £1.9m (2012) over £2M by 2016. We have been looking to
buy for almost 2 years but I must confess we didn't even look at this one. Couldn't find the right butler ;) Enjoy

Take a look in more detail on the Camping / Motorhome
to join our Facebook community? or have a look at all our great "motorhomes" on our

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the S
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the worlds most expensive motorhome, don't bet your house on it

Hints & Tips: replacing VW

curtains, Blog 3

By keef & annie, Feb 24 2012 12:40PM

Even if these just need washing to freshen them up after a few years of travelling taking down your curtains in a VW
motorhome and /or van can be a nightmare. Even delicate female fingers found this a challenge and as for my porkers
well [ wasn't even at the races.

We had had some advice from a guy who worked on upholstery for autosleepers for a long time and his advice was
DON'T or be very very careful, the track holders are fiddly, small and inaccessible and each end has 2 minute fitted
metal screws to hold the last one from either sliding off the rail or right across when you pull them.

So we approached our new VW Autosleeper Clubman Anniversary with some trepidation. He was almost right, DON'T
but we had to as we are replacing the fabric covers in the van as well and need something to match. Sure enough one
of the little metal ends fell on the green carpet at the front and was hell to find, we did eventually.

So getting them off was hard. Putting them back on eventually we guessed would be a breeze, nope almost
impossible. I was hunting the internet to see if it was possible to find a replacement set of hook & eyes to make the
job similar to hanging normal house hold curtains and low and behold 1 found , we have
compared the two side by side and tried them out, perfect and although we haven’t made the new curtains yet or
hung them in the van my guess is we won’t be calling up the divorce lawyers *smile*

We will let you know here via commentary how it went when they are finally up.

Does anyone else have any experience of this ‘problem’, if so we would love to hear from you. One of our aims of this
website is to start meeting more people and sharing ideas for a better ‘motorhome’ life. i.e more time to enjoy the
travel / place than concentrating on the motorhome, which of course is fun anyhow.
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0 comments

Hints & Tips: Before Buying a
Motorhome, Blog 4

For Offline Reading Date Last Updated 11/12/2020 Page 5 of 238



https://www.facebook.com/MotorhomeTravels
https://pinterest.com/keefhellinger/camping-motorhomes/
https://www.motorhome-travels.co.uk/indexes/4594718960
https://www.motorhome-travels.co.uk/site-search/4594718969
https://www.motorhome-travels.net/blog/4561108346/tags/hints-and-tips
https://www.motorhome-travels.net/blog/4561108346/tags/vw
https://www.motorhome-travels.net/blog/4561108346/tags/curtains
https://www.motorhome-travels.net/blog/4561108346/tags/autosleeper
https://www.motorhome-travels.net/blog/4561108346/tags/clubman
https://www.motorhome-travels.net/blog/4561108346/tags/habitation
https://www.motorhome-travels.net/blog/4561108346/tags/motorhome
https://www.outandaboutlive.co.uk/motorhomes/articles/general/buying-a-motorhome-the-ultimate-guide-1
https://www.motorhome-travels.net/communities/0/004/010/041/600/images/4629410716.jpg

MOTOTHOME-TRAVELS.CO.UK BOOK OF BLOGS

For Offline Reading Date Last Updated 11/12/2020 Page 6 of 238



https://www.facebook.com/MotorhomeTravels
https://pinterest.com/keefhellinger/camping-motorhomes/
https://www.motorhome-travels.co.uk/indexes/4594718960
https://www.motorhome-travels.co.uk/site-search/4594718969

MOTOTHOME-TRAVELS.CO.UK BOOK OF BLOGS

L

Home Advertise With Us

| Nearly there!

TOP lO tips before Buying 2012

hints-and-tips, motorhome

Advice for travelling in France,
Blog 5

By keef & annie, Feb 25 2012 02:01PM
There are supposedly two major changes for us Brits travelling in our Motorhomes / RVs to France from this year.

It is hard to prove conclusively that they are now law but it would be sensible to know about them.

1. The need to carry a breathalyser Kit for each person on your Motorhome with you
2. If you have speed camera detection on your SatNav under POI (points of interest) you will have to disable it.

You can order a twin NF pack of personal breathalysers here from . Just make sure you get the ones that
conform to the supposed new French law.

We are not sure what you do if you cannot disable the POI function on your SatNav but from things we have read that
under the new french law they can fine you up to Euros$1000 and impound your motorhome. This is in line with
them ‘hiding’ speed cameras and ensuring being aware of them is illegal under french law.

We will continue to research and update the Blog when we know more definateively. If you know more please let us
know in the comments. Thanks

UPDATE: 8/3/12 Assuming your SatNav is a TomTom when you plug it into TomTom HOME there is an option to
exclude POI for France. May be worth selecting this option!

UPDATE: 12/8/13 latest views on breathalysers are that this will no longer be enforced by the French but suggest
checking the latest website bulletins before travelling, there are definately some grounds for confusion but we would
hate you to be caught out. The satnav advice is defibnately current but TomTom etc give you the option when you
connect your device

to join our Facebook community? or have a look at all our great "motorhomes" on our

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.
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Old Motorhomes, Blog 6

By keef & annie, Feb 26 2012 03:25PM
Came across this interesting article on very

. Can you imagine being in one of these today?

Enjoy, haha
1t to follow our motorhome-travels'

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs

about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.

Probably take a look at blog 28 as well
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Luxury Motorhomes - Futuria -
Blog 7

By keef & annie, Feb 26 2012 03:59PM
This one is not quite as expensive as the worlds most expensive Motorhome but its getting there.

Why not take a look in more detail at the (<-just click here).
Here's the SUMMARY just in case

If you like to travel in style, then the Futuria luxury motorhome is for you! The latest in highest quality motorhomes is
Futuria’s "Sports and Spa" caravan, which was recently unveiled at the Caravan Salon 2010 in Dusseldorf, Germany.
This mansion on wheels contains everything for luxury travelling: bathroom, bedroom, roof terrace with Jacuzzi and
even sports car garage.

Not only does it feature a Jacuzzi on the roof, but also a 36ft terrace leading to it - lots of room to set up the tables and
chairs and a barbecue then!

The 49ft-long, 6.5-ton vehicle has a built-in electrical generator meaning you don't have to stop your partying whilst
on the move.

Inside it has a full-sized living room and bed area, as well as a 'kitchenette' . Outside you'll find the reason for the
'sports' moniker, a garage which you can access from the side, or rear, perfect for parking your latest Lamborghini or
Ferrari. The Futuria only has a top speed of 55 mph, so if you are in a hurry, you may wish to let down the ramps and
let your supercar out to drive to your destination separately.

And it's a bargain, with many other additional features, this luxurious motor caravan will only cost you $840,000 (
around £550,000 )

And just think about it, as they say "you wouldn't get much change from your house, if ANY, for this one"

to join our Facebook community? or have a look at all our great "motorhomes" on our
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0 comments

Filed under: rv, futuristic, motorhome, expensive, other-vans

motorhome-travels now on
Facebook, Blog 8
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2 comments

Filed under: size, rv, habitation, security, futuristic, motorhome, expensive, other-vans

Motorhome Insurance, Safeguard
good for Us, Blog 10
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Comparible on price, if not a little cheaper, but the unlimited mileage (many charge by the miles you do in the year
and frankly we don't know the answer to that question yet) and AA Eauropean breakdown cover made it right for us.

What do you think or recommend. Have your say in the comments box below.

Lets get a discussion gpoing for the good of all us motorhomers / rv-ers

to join our Facebook community? or have a look at all our great "motorhomes" on our

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.

uar Retrieve a Quote mysafeguard Claims Contact Us ca": 0800 977 5953

Calls sre recorded for training & quslity purposes

@ Caravan Motorhome Park Home Customer Zone About Us Contact Us

We understand
caravan and
motorhome
insurance
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safequa
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rv, hints-and-tips, motorhome

Motorhome - Definition, Blog 11

By keef & annie, Mar 9 2012 03:51PM
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Saw quite a few like this in Australia & New Zealand

rv, australia, uk, europe, recommended, ireland, motorhome, new-zealand, other-vans, north-

america

Travelling in Ireland? - Hints &
Tips, Useful site - Blog 12

By keef & annie, Mar 11 2012 01:39PM

Are you planning on taking your motorhome to Ireland?
We came across this wonderful site which should help you.

lists information on every Campsite,Campervan,Tent,Caravan Park,Touring Park in Ireland for
your Holiday.

So like us go and have a look. We cannot wait to return to the lovely Emerald Isles.
Recommended by and on our

to join our Facebook community? or have a look at all our great "motorhomes" on our

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.
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How do I fit and remove my

Milenco Wheelclamp? - Blog 13
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10 great routes to travel, Blog 14
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RV blogs we like, No 1, Blog 15
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New Caravan & Motorhome Club
Website - Blog 16

By keef & annie, Mar 15 2012 12:00PM
Just joined the newly launched @ the Caravan Club, how about you?

You may wish to do the same. Some great write-ups recommending good sites in the UK and helpful tips and advice
on travelling in europe.

Please coment to join in the discussion on our blog site and share with other folk on FB s
nedia, thanks

Now we have been using it for quite a while to pre book sites we are very pleased, its so easy to use

Just one word of warning if you do book in advance be sure to give them ample warning if you have to c as they
will still charge, on fair really so they can relet the site to others if need be!

1t to follow our motorhome-travels'
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Get a Cable Tidy - Blog 17
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Filed under: danger, hints-and-tips, motorhome

Light weight gas canisters - Blog

13
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Calor Lite

rv, hints-and-tips, autosleeper, motorhome

Regal Furnishings - Blog 19

By keef & annie, Mar 17 2012 01:26PM
RECOMMENDED by motorhome-travels.

We have just had our autosleeper clubman spruced up by having all the fabrics re-upholstered.

Barrie & Mick at Regal Furnishings are lovely guys and make you feel welcome and extra proud of your motorhome /
rv. They love it when folk see their updated & refreshed vans for the first time and go WOW!

People travel to them from all over Europe and it generally just takes a day. You can leave it with them and then come
back to a great surprise.

Want to see more of what they do,

Want to follow our motorhome-travels'
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Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.

PS if you have a way to come Barry & Michael will let you park up overnight, power hook up as well!

sEeusONFAceeook I3

Call Us For A Free Quote 01159 329 988

SERVICES PROCESSES OURCUSTOMERS PORTFOLIO SHOWS CONTACT BLOG @

Motorhome Upholstery

Regal Furnishing was established in 1997. We were so driven to get to grips with the new . —
venture and it didn’t take long before we were certified specialists in the upholstery of

motorhomes. We've worked hard to get to where we are now and although it hasn't always been Eﬁ%%ESESYF

easy, motorhome upholstery is something that we not only excel in, but enjoy. Clic )
If your motorhome is in need of new upholstery fabric, we have got just what you need. With an
extensive range of quality foams, fabrics and linings, you're sure to find something that the
perfect combination to suit your tastes and needs. We'll give you the grand tour of our fabric
room if you wish and you will be able to see our vast array of colours and designs first hand.

COMPLIMENTARY
‘ OVERNIGHT S/n
b HOOK-UP

Find out more

Regal Furnishings 2016

ﬁ Regal Furnishing

Leisure Vehicle Upholsterers

old logo ¢ 2012

Are you using Pinterest? - Blog
1st early plug

By keef & annie, Mar 23 2012 01:28PM

A wonderful place to see lots and lots of motorhome and RV's and share photos and videos.

Our current set of motorhome / rv / van picks are listed here on
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Why not have a look, put your own photos up there and share them with us. We always repin great motorhome pics
Want to follow our motorhome-travels'

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.
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Like this one!

rv, socialmedia, hints-and-tips, motorhome

Confusion over Hose Pipe Bans!
2012 - Blog 21

By keef & annie, Mar 26 2012 09:41AM
With special thanks to Brian (anne's brother) for this article / response from MMM.

Are you confused about how the hose pipe bans ,currently only in the south of England, may affect you this summer
as a Motorhomer.

Read this

"Dear Brian

With the confusion over whether motorhomers in the south of the country can or can't fill their water tanks using a
hosepipe we have successfully petitioned two of the water companies in the affected areas to exempt motorhomes from
the hosepipe bans that are coming into force early next month.However, there are still several water companies that
have either not yet clarified the situation or are still in consultation. Readers are advised to check with their water
supplier after April 5 before filling up using a hosepipe. Meanwhile, it is not all bad news - the former Brownbhills site in
Preston is now under new ownership, which is great news for motorhomers in the area. And, Ford is starting to let details
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of its new - and much anticipated - Transit to come out ahead of its official launch next month.In addition, those of you
heading north of the border this summer are in for cheaper ferry tickets after the Scottish government agreed to
reducing prices after a successful trial. Read on for more...

Happy motorhoming!

Daniel Attwood "

Our view was that as it is in essense for domestic use it is exempt however but its worth knowing / checking
Want to follow our motorhome-travels'

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.

ght, what drought?

hints-and-tips, motorhome

How do I know how much gas is
left in my bottle? - Blog 22

By keef & annie, Mar 26 2012 11:12AM
Came across this wonderful little gadget . It shows the level of gas in a cylinder. Safe, reusable and accurate. Attaches
to bottle using magnetic strip.

We have one and its been so much better than memory or turning on the cooker ring and finding it has 'stopped'.

Hereis a we got one from but there will be others on eBay. Take a look
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Want to follow our motorhome-travels'

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.

2016 Update: Many of the modern light weight bottles now have a red / green indicator on the top, may be worth
using as well assuming you can get to see it

rv, hints-and-tips, motorhome
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Try Harrogate Motorhomes - great
folk, Blog 23

By keef & annie, Apr 1 2012 05:36PM
We met these lovely people at the #sbs small business sunday event in birmingham on 30/3/2012 run by Theo
Paphitis (Dragons Den) and Rymans for Annie's small business

Just love this vw conversion aptly named 'theo’

If you want to learn more about please visit their website.

They are RECOMMENDED by motorhome-travels

Maybe have a look at as well to see what its all about!

Want to follow our motorhome-travels

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.
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double vision - theo!

recommended, hints-and-tips, vw, motorhome

The new Stretch VW Camper, Blog
24

By keef & annie, Apr 2 2012 05:06PM
Have your say, what do you think? Is it a good or a bad idea?

Whilst we think it looks sleek and may be a clever idea we are just not sure it will be stable even with the rear
steadies and hey its a bit too much 'stretch hummer' for the motorhome world for us but it may be perfect for others.

Thats the great thing about choosing a motorhome, don't you think, there are so many options and as we found after
2 years you finally get the right one for you.

Oh PS ... Its in the £55-57k price band!

1t to follow our motorhome-travels'

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.
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vw, futuristic, travels, motorhome, expensive
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Hybrid Motorhome/ Caravan -
Blog 25

By keef & annie, Apr 4 2012 06:20AM
Have your say. s this the future or not? Luxury or otherwise?

If you want to read the article in full about the Modular Motorhome: Hybrid Camper Car + Caravan Combo then

please click

Want to follow our motorhome-travels'

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.

is this the future of motorhoming?

habitation, futuristic, motorhome

Follow VW Samba, Blog 26

By keef & annie, Apr 5 2012 09:07AM
We found this great set of people with a lovely history of the classic VW on Facebook.
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Why not give them a look, and maybe even a , if you are that way disposed.
Some brilliant pictures.

Quoting their synopsis "VW Samba: VW Bus history, stories, culture & evolution. Join us and celebrate the most iconic
vehicles ever produced. " Have your say, were they? We like them a lot, they are classic to look at and whilst our
motorhome is a VW autosleeper , which we love, we are just not sure that we could cope in an old classic on a long
trip now that our hippie days are over *smile*

The VeeDub is a classic! FACT
Want to follow our motorhome-travels'

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.
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facebook, socialmedia, hints-and-tips, vw, motorhome

The Grassed Up Van (GUV) - Blog
27

By keef & annie, Apr 5 2012 03:43PM

Whilst at the recent "small business sunday" #sbs awards event hosted by BBC's Dragons Den stalwart Theo Paphitis
because Annie's biz had won back in June 2011 we came across Loving Outdoors who had also been commended by
Theo plus tales of their interesting GUV van. Here's an extract from them

" Award winning online outdoor retailer Loving Outdoors are heading to the hills and beyond in their distinctive new
motor home. Clad in Astroturf, ‘The GUV’ or ‘Grassed Up Van’ as fans have dubbed it, will take the Loving Outdoors team
to outdoor events, festivals and popular walking routes across the country where they’ll be on hand with expert outdoor
advice, drinks and snacks, fun activities and plenty of chat."

So why not find out more about it and where you can see it. Nice people *smile*

What do you think of it? as a concept? and as a talking point? Have your say here, just leave a coment to get the
discussion flowing. I'm sure many folk will have views. We certainly lean towards the 'green’ as they say.

PS We've included an alternative pic of a 'green’ van, lol!

Note: The Index shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAG CLOUD, thanks, motorhome-travels.

Motorhome-travels RECOMMENDS Loving Outdoors

Want to follow our motorhome-travels'

For Offline Reading Date Last Updated 11/12/2020 Page 34 of 238



https://www.motorhome-travels.net/blog/4561108346/tags/facebook
https://www.motorhome-travels.net/blog/4561108346/tags/socialmedia
https://www.motorhome-travels.net/blog/4561108346/tags/hints-and-tips
https://www.motorhome-travels.net/blog/4561108346/tags/vw
https://www.motorhome-travels.net/blog/4561108346/tags/motorhome
https://pinterest.com/keefhellinger/camping-motorhomes/
https://www.motorhome-travels.net/communities/0/004/010/041/600/images/4567144507.jpg

MOTOTHOME-TRAVELS.CO.UK BOOK OF BLOGS

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.

To view the blog related to our trip in 2018 where we saw similar in the Florida Quays
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seen in santa barbara

the GUV
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Early motorhomes, Blog 28

By keef & annie, Apr 7 2012 08:13AM
Here are some examples of early motorhomes we like. Its interesting how man & womans' desire to get away from
having to be under canvas has developed.

Love the progression from bikes to old van conversions, plus the upgrades to some of the more expensive variety of
vehicle.

Do you have any old examples you would like to share. Then post your comments and links below, let us all have a
look. Maybe here at Motorhome-travels we will choose the best / most amusing and give it an award.

Want to follow our motorhome-travels'
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and this merc!
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Weird Motorhomes - Blog 58a &
29

By keef & annie, Aug 12 2013 06:19PM
Ever thought of a use for old veedubs? Found these 2 recently

What do you think, is this art, sacrilege or very just practical?
Have you say ...PLEASE put a comment below get the discussion going
Want to follow our Motorhomes

Note: The Index shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAG CLOUD, thanks, motorhome-travels.

Please note this blog was initially published in April 2012, not entirely sure why it has been repulished apart from
Keef (foolishly) playing with a few blog options and buttons, hee hee
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one VW up top

2 vw(?) up top

habitation, rv, ford, mercedes, fiat, recommended, socialmedia, vw, motorhome, other-vans

Campsite humour, Blog 30

By keef & annie, Apr 14 2012 05:27PM
Found these lovely signs provided by 'friends of motorhome-travels' so thought it would be nice to share them. Do
you have any amusing sign pictures you may have taken on your RV / Motorhome travels that you could share with

our readers? Dig them out, please.

Also how about these "Campers" Comments
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Baltics by Motorhome, Blog 31

By keef & annie, Apr 15 2012 12:16PM

We have always had the desire to travel the Baltics by Motorhome having seen some of it via a cruise in 2004 and
Keef has relatives from Riga, Latvia so imagine our surprise when we were reading our latest Practical Motorhome to
come across

We are now totally inspired to do it sometime soon. How about you, its not the usual route, have any of our readers
out there been to the Baltics by motorhome, if so please share your experiences.

Some useful sites are
The lovely folk who did this trip (adam & sophie) spent almost 450 days travelling thru 30 countries in their
motorhome and travelled over 36k miles. We only travelled 47k miles in our year away in the southern hemisphere

and thats a much bigger land mass and 12.5k across Canada which is the 2nd largest country on earth, so it shows
how far they travelled. Big respect to them. If you would like to learn more about them them please visit

Want to follow our Motorhomes

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.
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Motorhome/ Camping picture pin
board, Blog 35

By keef & annie, May 6 2012 01:17PM
Update 22/11/20 Now have 1310 pins and 362 followers

Update 18/8/16 Now have 701 pins of interesting Motorhomes, RVs & Campervans!

Update 10/8/13 Now have 481 pins of interesting Motorhomes, RVs & Campervans!

* SO PROUD % of this Now got 292 pictures (at 6/5/12) of old, not so old, new, quirky, weird motorhomes
and RVs.

See the outsides, see the insides, see them on location, see them at home, see them at garages.

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.

NO ONE EVER ASKS

“AREZ YET,”
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Sites we like - no 4, Blog 36

By keef & annie, May 28 2012 08:36AM
Came across this great Motorhome,RV & Campervan photos which is very similar to our pin board and shows a huge
number of images of all types of motorhome

Sadly by 2020 it had gone but something very similar is this,
Let us know if there are sites you would like to recommend, thar

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.

Motorhome, RV and Campervan Photos

facebook, rv, blog, socialmedia, motorhome, recommended, other-vans, north-america

Dorset and North Devon trip, Blog

37
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By keef & annie, May 28 2012 08:35PM
Dorset and North Devon, Motorhome trip No2 : May 8th -21st 2012

NOTTS->CAMBRIDGE->NEW FOREST->DORSET->NORTH DEVON->NOTTS 1000 miles

Apart from our trial run for a couple of days to Clumber Park, Notts (in the rain) this was our 1st holiday in our brand
new van. Our lovely Autosleeper Clubman Anniversary (nicknamed ‘Gav’, sorry can’t tell you why but it makes us
laugh :))

We stocked up and set off to visit my friend Kev in Linton, Cambs and parked the van at the Caravan Club (CC) site at
Cherry Hinton, Cambs. Quite a nice site but with differing levels and a rather sereve one-way system which meant you
had to queue up at the gate to be registered and then ferried in one at a time, still very convenient for Linton, which
we must say is a lovely traditional English village, give it a visit if you have not been there.

We then set off the next morning after a lovely meal, wine fest and sleep at Kevs for the Centenary CC site in the New
Forest, Hants travelling round the outskirts of London, it never stopped raining so we were glad to arrive at the site
(one of CC’s best) based on an old airstrip. Very modern and well laid out but guess what it never stopped raining.
The setting for the site is brill and just out of the gate to see New Forest ponies. We will certainly go back again and
maybe spend a little longer there next time.

We travelled from the New Forest to Knoll beach Studland one of our fave beaches in all the world to meet up with
Annie’s 3rd cousin to ‘do some’ genealogy. Alas no beach today as a washout but nice coffee and lunch in the café. We
then went off to Hayman'’s Cross , Dorset and stayed at Haycraft CC site for 2 nights. Just opposite Dunshay Manor,
originally owned by one of Anne’s relie, way back. Rather fortuitously our Thurs / Fri stay there coincided with the
Railway & Beer Festival, 5 mins walk from our site, now what more could one ask for, well ‘no rain’ really is the only
answer! Went into Swanage on the steam train and visited the family tree research centre on the pier to finally meet
up with the wonderfully helpful David Haysom who runs it.

After leaving Haycraft we spent the day as getting sunny on Studland beach and did our first walk in the sand dunes.
Even read our books on the beach. After this we checked into Crossovers CC site near Bovington. Best site in the UK
we have been to so far, like being in a Canadian outback forest site, but with eco long drop toilets. Not as bad as they
sound (honest!) The Sunday we spent walking and sun bathing and reading, bliss!

Monday morning did some shopping in Tesco’s on the outskirts of Dorchester then visited Athelhampton house in the
rain. Not NT but privately owned. Interesting history and gardens, never stopped raining alas BUT local uni students
shooting a movie there, medieval costumes, swords etc what a hoot .

We then travelled on to almost Sidmouth / Honiton and a rather nice CC site at Putts Corner where we met a German
couple on the next pitch who had bought their hired van over for Hannover for 3 weeks in the uK, claiming it was
cheaper to hire and pay the ferry costs that hire in the UK, now that worries me . What are our UK companies doing?
Our new pals had difficulty in getting the electrics to work, nothing too difficult, it was just the usual CC site electric %
twist to get it to lock in. How many others have suffered form that 1st time - [ know I did

We then moved onto visit NT house at Killerton, been there before but love it, especially Tom the bears house. After
Killerton it was onto Minnows campsite at Sampford Peverell, Devon. Lovely walk out the back of the site along the
Grand Western canal, and such a lovely evening stroll ending up with a pint of Otter ale in the local pub.
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1 comments

Filed under: uk, england, dorset, devon, cambridgeshire, campsites, blog, hints-and-tips, vw, autosleeper, our-
van, caravan-club-site, motorhome, travels, recommended

Scotland trip, 1675 Miles, Blog 38,
East Top & West coasts
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Remember a picture paints a thousand words!

Basically keeping to the coast we travelled up the east, across top and then back down the west.

As we have been to most of the islands already and the cost of taking the van over was not included in our budget we
just had our memories and the views from the mainland. Maybe they are for another trip depending upon how much
CalMac have ramped up the price for the multi-island passes, must check when I've finished this blog!

So we left home and spent the night with our lovely friends Chris and Allyson in Alnwick, what a great Madar Jaffrey
curry , thanks Chris. Part of this trip is inspired by a trip Chris & I did over 40 years ago when we were about 18 and
we both hiked & hitched around Scotland, not been back to some of these places since and part so that Annie can get
to John O’Groats as well as Landsend, I kept telling her she hadn’t missed anything and that proved to be true *smile*.
Plus thanks to George & Emma for allowing us to park in Green Batt, George suggested his Auto Sleeper Executive
and ours may well breed if they got a little closer. Haha - maybe an Eriba. Anyhow after a bit of shopping in Alnwick
we set off for the borders.

Then over the impressive Forth Road Bridge and into Fife. Did you know that Dunfermline (home of Annie’s
ancestors) was once the capital of Scotland. We stopped at the Royal Burgh of Culross to visit the palace there, but
sadly it was closed (something to do with a wedding and a corporate ‘do’ for the National Trust of Scotland). This
didn’t stop us though and we still looked around the outside, gardens and interesting cobbled back streets. A real nice
place. Give it a whirl sometime. No probs with parking the van either, 2 very big car parks that were hardly full. We
discover Scotland has a lot of Royal Burgh’s an award which seems to have been bestowed the moment a Scottish
King or Queen visited but I could be wrong!

Then we drove onto St Andrews for the night, the home of golf, it hardly ever stopped raining. The site was a little
expensive at £24 a night but they justified it by having a new indoor heated swimming pool and bar / games room.
We went over for a swim but sadly it was a woman only eve, felt a bit conned. Still had a nice evening meal and some
wine instead!

Next day we visited Falkland and Falkland Palace, a very impressive castle. The Scots sure know how to do castles. It
is also the home of real tennis, the very knowledgeable guide told us there had been a world championship there
recently with the team from Ballarat, Vic, Aus represented. Blimey, we have been to Ballarat and it is the most
unlikely setting for real tennis. *surprise*. It is still effectively owned by the Queen jointly with the NTS (Nat Trust for
Scotland) and previously the kings of Scotland.

We then left Fife and travelled into Angus staying at a lovely campsite in Carnoustie, you will need your satnav, it isn’t
straight forward but Annie thought facilities wise it was the best we stayed in throughout Scotland, and it isn’t a
Caravan club site.

Having left there we went on through Arbroath & Montrose and visited a bird sanctuary /nature reserve in river
basin with great views of Montrose. Never been in this area before but really nice, we would go back again. Whilst in
the area we visited the famous House of Dun (NTS), it was owned by Lady Augusta FitzClarence, the illegitimate
daughter of William [V (Queen Victoria’s dad) and his ‘actress’ mistress Mrs Johnson with whom he had 10 kids, she
had over 20 in total with about 8 different partners, scandal, love it.... She never married any of them but apparently
was great on the stage (or was that bed). The other things we remember were the last working damask linen
handloom, big sequoias in the garden, the house had many doors that don’t open, they were just for symmetrical
structure, each side was a mirror image of the other throughout, and joy of joy it had the best 1960’s stereo system I
have ever seen, [ want one. Mick Jagger bought the 1st apparently.

[t was then on into Aberdeenshire and Stonehaven which has a heated art deco pool plus we visited Dunnotair castle,
are you getting it yet? castles and deep fried Mars bars with the odd Belhaven 80/- beer thrown in and a few lovely
single malts and wine. Our ideal hols, hic! We avoided the city of Aberdeen as we had been there before when we
went to the Shetland Isles.
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The onto the Feughside caravan park in Strachan Banchory Deeside, nice views, mostly a static caravan site though
and a very nice pub / restaurant on the riverside less than 2 mins from the van. On this occasion we didn’t eat there
however as we had fresh food to use but it looked lovely and many of the other ‘vanners’ were going there. Strachan
pronounced “strawn” must be the origins of its sister town in Tasmania, Oz. The river Dee is lovely and looked like a
heavily used fly- fishing area, trout apparently.

Got up early the next day as much to see and big distances to travel. Visted Crathes castle & gardens nr Banchory and
the craft village. There were many germans, dutch, french, italians with motorbikes, caravans & motorhomes and this
repeated itself throughout our 2+ weeks in Scotland especially in the highlands, great to see! Crathes castle gardens
had a floral tribute to the Queens 60th jubilee.

By the time we had finished at Crathes it was getting on so I rang the Culloden Moor Caravan Club (CC) site to warn
them we would be late. As long as you let them know you can arrive anytime up to 8pm in the eve.

Then it was onto Cruden bay, fish & chips and Viking ships. Lovely quiet harbour and a beach to die for. Highly
recommended! Then onto buller o’buchan just down the road. Similar to Pancake Rocks blow holes in NZ but not so
dramatic and only one, maybe Scotland’s answer to Durdle Door in Dorset but with a wave pool. We did go thru /
stop at Peterhead & Fraserburgh but not much to recommend them unless you are into industry and oil, sorry!

Then turned the coastal corner into Banffshire - Macduff, don’t mention the Scottish play - did WillS really travel this
far? Banff with its own version of the Banff Springs hotel (haha - not surprisingly missing out slightly in the class /
cost stakes, Then Morayshire including Portsoy,Cullen where Cullen skink comes from (a haddock soup) and thru
Nairn onto Invernesshire for the 1st time this holiday.

We stayed at Culloden Moor CC site for 2 days, nice setting and facilities, but v busy. From here we were able to visit
Culloden Battlefield , one of the best historical presentations we have ever seen anywhere in the world and great use
of technology to deliver the story. Well done them, do visit you will learn loads, we did. All about bonnie prince
charlie,duke of Cumberland and what a disaster the dukes 25th b’day party was for the Jacobite clansmen. There long
march and hoped for surprise (haha) just didn’t work and after 1 hour they had lost many many body. Interesting
Charlie saw the writing on the wall and ran off after 10 mins (over the sea to Skye and never ever to return). The
battle field is rather poignantly a war grave. In the afternoon we went in search of the Thane of Cawdor (oh no not the
Scottish play again) by going to Cawdor castle, just down the road from the campsite, so all in all a great choice of site
for the closeness of stuff to see nearby.

The next day we called into Inverness to get fuel etc but didn’t stay long as we have been there a few times in the past.
Then it was up the A9, across the Cromarty bridge and into Rosshire, Alness (nice) and Invergordon (not so nice, oil
platform restorations) there was a German cruise ship in presumably so they could visit Culloden etc, surely not
Invergordon itself? Then onto Tain (brill) where there was diamond jubilee celebrations for the bank hol including
Capercaille playing for free, alas we couldn’t stay on as they weren’t playing until late in the evening but they are
great and were on previously in Culross for £25. Had my 1st warmed scotch pie here *hungry*

Then a visit to the Glenmorangie distillery where I bought a glass. Annie stayed in the van as she said no interest in
whiskey. I bought 2 bottles of single malt whilst away, Old Pultenay & The Dalwhine, nice flavour both.

Then it was onto Sutherland and many town / villages / hamlets the best of which was possibly Dornoch, nice old
town and great architecture plus a good beach with the East Sutherland lifeboat station. There are also some nice
lovely old towns at golspie,brora & helmsdale.

Then we were into Caithness where we stayed at the Wick riverside site, quiet and cheap if somewhat antiquated
facilities. The couple running it were very helpful. The SatNav guides you to the entrance under a railway bridge,
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Let us know if there are sites you would like to recommend, thanks

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.

MotorhomePlanet.co.uk

Motorhome Travel, DIY Conversions & More

blog, hints-and-tips, europe, motorhome

So Proud - Visitors to our
motorhome-travels site, Blog 40

By keef & annie, Jun 28 2012 07:10AM
See also for info

Update 22/11/20 now via Google Analytics / Website Counter 36363 page views

Update 8/11/17 20028 visits

Update 18/8/16 Now 13255 visitors/ page views

Update 10/8/13 Now have 2294 visitors from 59 countries. Please keep visiting and don't be afraid to leave some
comments

Update 29/12/12 Now 1450 visitors from 55 countries, the largest of which are the UK with 679 different visitors
and the States with 473 different visitors. Then way behind that Canada with 47 and Ireland with 43, welcome to
everyone, you are most welcome!

Update 20/7/12 Now 800 visitors *smile* you are most welcome

28/6/12 Just had our 700th visitor to the blog and we have only been up and running a few months.

That makes us SO PROUD.
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Why not join in and have your say. We are about to launch an article about the Motorhome Vs Caravan. We see more
and more motorhomes on the road, we feel ,for obvious reasons, in favour of the motorhome but you may have a
different view.

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.

Site Use Social Xmasl6 Total 15427
lasd Singapore 8

HOME BLOG INDEX SLIDESHOWS SR

rsIsrael 6
“Saudi Arabia 6
fiam Chile 6

[ Philippines 5
= Malaysia 5

k= Indonesia 5

) OnL'i-ne 1 \-,g

Visitor stats 08/11/2017

Total 12594

Visitors 13255 e A R

% Spain 252

s Denmark 126

Latest Travel: Countries visited map b il 1taly 126

@ New Zealand 126

B Fiji 126
B Sweden 126
Fad Reazil 126

Untd Kingdom 1

And now by Aug 2016 the site is booming

Congratulations! Your NeoCounter has reached:

n
810

visitors.

facebook, socialmedia, motorhome, welcome, recommended

Lincolnshire trip No 1, Lakeside

Park, North Somercotes - Blog 41
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hints-and-tips, other-site, motorhome

Worldwide Escapes, Blog 44

By keef & annie, Aug 15 2012 11:42AM

Thinking of taking a motorhome or RV tour abroad?

e Canada, Oz, Argentina, Iceland, American West, New Zealand
There are a few of those we haven't done yet but would love to

There are some talks on each of these at the up and coming Motorhome & Caravan Show at Birmingham which could
be a useful insight from folks who have already done them

Click here to see Note now shows the latest years show

Highly RECOMMENDED by motorhome-travels blog!

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.
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7 \OTORHOME € 15-2100T 2012
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1 comments

Swaffham,Norfolk, Breckland
Meadows - Blog 45
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Keswick,Cumbria, Glenholm
Cottage, Blog 46

By keef & annie, Sep 19 2012 04:02PM
Not The Motorhome trip No1 : August 31st - September 6th 2012

NOTTS->KESWICK,CUMBRIA & About->NOTTS 500 miles

Didn’t take the motorhome this time as stayed at wonderful Glenholm cottage on Penrith Road near to Fitz Park on
the Greta River. Went with Craig, Leanne & Bill and had the most wonderful weather and time, food and company for
the whole week. Visited Bassenthwaite, Thirlmere, Ullswater, Coniston and Tarn Hows as well as had some lovely
walks including start of White Horse Bent, Scales, scene of some wonderful memories. Nice pub food in both Horse &
Farrier, Threlkeld and White Horse Inn, Scales oh as well as seeing some great Paralypians....

Will definitely bring the campervan back to this area, just so beautiful. There is a great site we spied near Threlkeld.

Anyone else have any Motorhome / RV experiences in the Lake District they want to share?

Note: The Index shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAG CLOUD, thanks, motorhome-travels.

72 Photos in the

uk, england, cumbria, blog, travels
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Project Mercedes Ambulance, Blog
47

0 comments

Filed under: size, habitation, mercedes, hints-and-tips, motorhome, expensive
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Lincolnshire trip 2, Don Amott's
Lakeside Park, Blog 48

By keef & annie, Oct 14 2012 05:08PM
Lincolnshire trip no2, Motorhome trip No6 : Sept 24th - 1st Oct 2012

NOTTS->NORTH SOMERCOTES, LINCOLNSHIRE->NOTTS 360 miles

We went back for our 2nd free weeks holiday from Don Amotts at their Lakeside Park Holidza k in North
Somercotes. This time we were on the best pitch, pitch 43, which we have pre booked on our previous trip there.

The weather at this time on year was most kind to us and we had 3 full days sunshine enabling us to set up the chairs
and table outside and read.

We also used the indoor pool again, luxury with steam room, sauna and Jacuzzi and a great retreat for when the
weather outside poor. They have now updated their technology so you can get free wifi down by the bar and
inside the restaurant area. Very useful for catching up whilst away.

We had a day out along the coast, the best deserted sands being at Wolla bank but we did risk a walk around
Mablethorpe and even on the beach. A little too ‘seaside’ for our liking but the beach huts were interesting. Saltfleet
beach was a little too dangerous after we read the sig

One of the highlights of the week v <

the campsite. We can highly recommend the Mud:
Oh and OF COURSE we had to return to Appleby’:
mandarin respectively this time. Yummy!

Note: The Index shows ALI s alre: ished or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAG CLOUD, thanks, motorhome-travels.

39 Photos available in the
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As at11/8/13: We have now had 2297 different visitors to our site since we started from 59 different countries.
Which just goes to show that the world is fascinated by Motorhomes, RVs & Campervans.

Recently our soon to be daughter-in-laws parents visited from China and were fascinated by our van. In China there is
hardly any concept of camping let alone people living in a motorised vehicle.

We are amazed by some of the countries that have shown interest . Places you just wouldn't think they would be
interested such as KENYA, LEBANON, CHILE to name but a few.

Still we know exactly why they are interested don't we, have your say via the comments, you just need to be logged in
which is easy.

Note: The shows ALL blogs already published or you can find Blogs about a specific subject by clicking on a
word in the TAGs or using the , thanks, motorhome-travels.

-

“he” _‘!-.

Motorhomes the world over *smile*

socialmedia, motorhome, welcome

Winterisation tips - Part 1 - Blog
51

By keef & annie, Nov 5 2012 01:59PM
Winterisation (is that a word really?!)

Motorhome put to bed now for 2012 especially as the ice is drawing in.

There are some pictures of the van all packed up and covered for WINTER 2012 available under the site photos and
slideshow tabs. In order to see these it is necessary to login using either your Facebook login / password or set
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Mercedes truck conversion

rv, ford, mercedes, fiat, vw, motorhome, other-vans, caravan-club-site

Merry Xmas & A Happy New Year -
Blog 53

By keef & annie, Dec 20 2012 10:12AM

To all our readers, contributors and fellow Motorhome, Rv, Campervan and travel enthusiasts

Have a great family Xmas and a wonderful 2013 for many new adventures in your lovely motorhome!

Best wishes

motorhome-travels.co.uk

PS To enlarge the image j

. to aff our
Readers. . -

- Meriry Xmas

rv, blog, motorhome, welcome
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Sunday 6 April

An oar-some event

Oxford v Camb. charity boat race
Watch the 160" Boat Race

live on large screen at
Christ Church Meadow

FREE entry » Donations to charity welcomed
17:00 Charity boat race between

Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service and
Egmbﬂdgshke Fire & Rescue Service.

18:00 Llive large screen coverage of

The University Boat Race from London. G o
cmmmmcmmmm'-m&mmngm
Monday 7 to Sunday 13 April is Parkinson's Awareness Wo"ek 2014 ;
A WINNING FUNDRAISER ORGANISED |N ASSOCIATION WITH

Phd bYOEWH- e —

. —
E tel: 01865 244455 (5 @PrintOxforg
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4
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So what is it exactly you wish to
know about Christopher John
Langthorne? How long have you
got? I'd set up a few glasses if |
were you, turn up your hearing aid
and listen intently. make sure you
laugh at the appropriate places.

If you don’t rent-a-crowd will
bring in their canned laughter
Kareoke machine and out do you.
_So have Chris & I shared a few larfs
over the years? I don’t know where
25 | would be without his life long
friendship . Heres to many more

No controversy here (much to the
press’s annoyance) but its Happy
times at the Brewery thanks to

all the family and friends who
have turned out to make this such
a fab occasion for Chris & Allyson,
and that is so deserved. We here at
the Daily Fail don’t normally look
for good news stories, indeed its
just not in our DNA , but we will
make an exception for this lovely
couple. Now raise your glasses,
roar at the speeches , sharpen your

R
./( = s
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BlaCkSha\/\! M [@I4@l Blackshaw Moor

By keef & annie, Oct 27 2013 7:06PM
Blackshaw Moor, Nr Leek , Staffordshire

Motorhome trip No14 : October 26th — 27th
2013

NOTTS->LEEK,STAFFORDSHIRE & INTO
THE PEAK DISTRICT ->NOTTS 89 miles

MotorHom

Didn’t get away until about 12.15 after sorting
out car and glasses and doing a little of the Big
Shop, tee heel Fairly bright and sunny and
arrived in Leek after about a hour, never been
there before. A very Victorian town with
cobbled market place and some old mill trade
factories in Victorian small red brick, plus some
much older ones. Parked on the outskirts and
walked in. Interesting place, the centre of which
reminded us of Ashbourne.

Bought some stuff in the Trade hall indoor

0 comments
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zealand, pacific-islands, canada, travels
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site name
cherry hinton
pidley,stroud hill park
cardinney (C&CC)

blackwall plantation/carsington water

damage barton (also C&CC)
minnows

putts corner

willingcott

crossways

haycraft

briarfields (ACSI)

cirencester

field barn farm, bourton,cotswolds
new forest centenary site
lucksall (ACSI approved)
folkstone,black horse farm
lakeside park, north somercotes
stamford finshade woods
breckland meadows, swaffham
north walsham, two mills
berwick seaview

old hartleys

clumber

milestone,cromwell

oxford 462 abingdon rd (C&CC)
greendale farm park, whissendine
brean sands,unity (ACSI)
illminster

minehead

blackshaw moor

brighton whitehawk
chichester lakeside (ACSI)
blackmore/malvern hills(also C&CC)
boroughbridge (C&CC)
bridlington

hebden bridge

richmond hargill house

the howard, rose abbey
wharfdale

YCP york

stonehaven

woodlands, carnoustie

dunnet bay

wick riverside (also C&CC)
balbirnie park

st andrews,cairnsmill

bunree

culloden moor

morvich

For Offline Reading

postcode
CB18NQ
PE28 3DE
TR196HX
DE6 3JL
EX34 7EJ
EX16 7EN
EX10 0QQ
EX34 7HN
DT2 8BE
BH19 3EB
GL51 08X
GL71UT
GL54 2LF
BH23 8EB
HR14LP
CT18 7BG
LN11 7RB
NN17 3BB
PE37 TAY
NR28 9NA
TD15 1QU
NE26 4RL
S80 3AE
NG23 6JE
0X14XG
GL54 2LF
TA8 2RB
TA20 3QA
TA24 6DJ
ST13 8TW
BN2 5TS
P020 1QH
WRS 0EE
YO519LS
YO18 1DU
HX7 5RU
DL10 5LJ
YO18 8SA
DB23 5PN
Y032 9UB
AB39 2RD
DD7 6GR
KW14 8XD
KW1 58P
KY7 6NR
KY16 8NN
PH33 6SE
IV2 5EF
V40 8HQ

country
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
england
scotland
scotland
scotland
scotland
scotland
scotland
scotland
scotland
scotland

county
cambridgeshire
cambridgeshire
cornwall
derbyshire
devon
devon
devon
devon
dorset
dorset
gloucestershire
gloucestershire
gloucestershire
hampshire
herefordshire
kent
lincolnshire
lincolnshire
norfolk
norfolk
northumberland
northumberland
nottinghamshire
nottinghamshire
oxfordshire
rutland
somerset
somerset
somerset
staffordshire
sussex
sussex
worcestershire
yorkshire
yorkshire
yorkshire
yorkshire
yorkshire
yorkshire
yorkshire
aberdeenshire
angus
caithness
caithness
fife
fife
invernesshire
invernesshire
invernesshire

blogno score 1-10 facilities

37
66&75
61
45
37
37
37
37
37
37
88
61
58
37
88
71
41848
65
45
87
93
72
60
69
70
57
88
61
37
67
75
75
56
90
93
93
90
93
93
90
38
38
38
38
38
38
38
38
38
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6
6
4
74
9
7
8
6
9
74
9
7
3
5
9
8
5
3
4
8
7
9
6
6
) i
5
4
6
5
8
7
2
6
6
3
4
5
74
9
9
4
8

10
6
5

10
7

10
6

Y

Y
Y
Y.
Y
Y.
Y
Y.
Y
Y
Y
Y.
Y
Y.
Y
Y.
Y
N
Y
Y.
Y
Y.
Y
Y.
Y
Y.
Y
Y.
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
N
Y
N
Y
Y.
Y
Y.
Y
Y.
Y
Y
Y
Y.
Y

when site
2012 cc
2013&15 Private
2013 C&CC
2012 CcC
2012 CcC
2012 cc
2012 CcC
2012 CcC
2012 CcC
2012 CcC
2015 cc
2013 CcC
2013 Private
2012 CcC
2015 CcC
2014 CcC
2012 Private
2013 CcC

2012 Private
2015 Private

2015 cc
2014 CcC
2012 cc
2014 cc
2014 C&CC

2013 Private
2015 Private

2013 cc
2012 cc
2013 cc
2014 cc
2014 Private
2013 cc
2015 C&CC
2105 cc
2015 cc
2015 cCc
2015 cc
2015 cc
2015 Private
2012 cc
2012 Private
2012 cc
2012 Private
2012 cc
2012 Private
2012 cc
2012 cc
2012 cc
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site name
dunnet bay
st andrews,cairnsmill
culloden moor
damage barton (also C&CC)
crossways
briarfields (ACSI)
lucksall (ACSI approved)
old hartleys
wharfdale
YCP york
woodlands, carnoustie
putts corner
folkstone,black horse farm
north walsham, two mills
blackshaw moor

minnows

haycraft

cirencester

bunree

berwick seaview
brighton whitehawk

the howard, rose abbey
wick riverside (also C&CC)
cherry hinton
pidley,stroud hill park
willingcott

morvich

clumber
milestone,cromwell
illminster
blackmore/malvern hills(also C&CC)
boroughbridge (C&CC)

balbirnie park

new forest centenary site

lakeside park, north somercotes
greendale farm park, whissendine
minehead

richmond hargill house
stonehaven

cardinney (C&CC)

breckland meadows, swaffham
brean sands,unity (ACSI)

hebden bridge

field barn farm, bourton,cotswolds
stamford finshade woods
bridlington

chichester lakeside (ACSI)
oxford 462 abingdon rd (C&CC)

For Offline Reading

blackwall plantation/carsington water

postcode country

KW14 8XD scotland
KY16 8NN scotland
IV2 5EF scotland
EX34 7TEJ england
DT2 8BE england
GL51 0SX england
HR14LP england
NE26 4RL england
DB23 5PN england
Y032 9UB england
DD7 6GR scotland
EX10 0QQ england
CT18 7BG england
NR28 9NA england
ST13 8TW england
DE6 3JL england
EX16 7EN england
BH19 3EB england
GL71UT  england
PH33 6SE scotland
TD15 1QU england
BN2 5TS england
YO18 8SA england
KWH1 5SP scotland
CB18NQ england
PE28 3DE england
EX34 7HN england
V40 8HQ scotland
S80 3AE england
NG23 6JE england
TA20 3QA england
WRS 0EE england
YO51 9LS england
KY7 6NR scotland
BH23 8EB england
LN11 7RB england
GL54 2LF england
TA24 6DJ england
DL10 5LJ england
AB39 2RD scotland
TR196HX england
PE37 7TAY england
TA8 2RB england
HX7 5RU england
GL54 2LF england
NN17 3BB england
YO18 1DU england
P0O20 1QH england
0OX14XG england

county
caithness
fife
invernesshire
devon
dorset
gloucestershire
herefordshire
northumberland
yorkshire
yorkshire
angus
devon
kent
norfolk
staffordshire
derbyshire
devon
dorset
gloucestershire
invernesshire
northumberland
sussex
yorkshire
caithness
cambridgeshire
cambridgeshire
devon
invernesshire
nottinghamshire
nottinghamshire
somerset
worcestershire
yorkshire
fife
hampshire
lincolnshire
rutland
somerset
yorkshire
aberdeenshire
cornwall
norfolk
somerset
yorkshire
gloucestershire
lincolnshire
yorkshire
sussex
oxfordshire

blogno score1-10 facilities when site
38 10 Y 2012 cc
38 10 Y. 2012 Private
38 10 Y 2012 cC
37 9 Y. 2012 cc
37 9 Y 2012 cc
88 9 i { 2015 cc
88 9 Y 2015 cC
72 9 Y 2014 cc
93 9 Y 2015 cc
90 9 3¢ 2015 Private
38 8 Y 2012 Private
37 8 Y. 2012 cc
71 8 Y 2014 CcC
87 8 Y 2015 Private
67 8 Y 2013 cc
49 7 Y. 2012 cc
37 7 Y 2012 cC
37 7 Y. 2012 cc
61 7 Y 2013 cc
38 7 Y. 2012 cc
93 7 Y 2015 cC
75 74 Y, 2014 CcC
93 7 N 2015 cc
38 6 Y 2012 Private
37 6 Y 2012 cc

66&75 6 Y. 2013&15 Private
37 6 Y 2012 cC
38 6 Y. 2012 cc
60 6 Y 2012 cc
69 6 Y: 2014 cc
61 6 Y 2013 cc
56 6 Y. 2013 cc
90 6 Y 2015 C&CC
38 5 Y. 2012 cc
37 5 Y 2012 cc

41848 5 Y 2012 Private
57 5 Y 2013 Private
37 5 Y. 2012 cc
90 5 Y 2015 cc
38 4 Y. 2012 cc
61 4 Y 2013 C&CC
45 4 Y. 2012 Private
88 4 Y 2015 Private
93 4 N 2015 cc
58 3 Y 2013 Private
65 3 N 2013 cc
93 3 Y 2105 cC
75 2 Y. 2014 Private
70 1 Y 2014 C&CC
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site name
cherry hinton
damage barton (also C&CC)
minnows
putts corner
willingcott
crossways
haycraft
new forest centenary site
minehead
stonehaven
woodlands, carnoustie
dunnet bay
wick riverside (also C&CC)
balbirnie park
st andrews,cairnsmill
bunree
culloden moor
morvich
breckland meadows, swaffham
blackwall plantation/carsington water
blackmore/malvern hills(also C&CC)
greendale farm park, whissendine
field barn farm, bourton,cotswolds
clumber
cardinney (C&CC)
cirencester
illminster
stamford finshade woods
blackshaw moor
milestone,cromwell
oxford 462 abingdon rd (C&CC)
folkstone,black horse farm
old hartleys
brighton whitehawk
chichester lakeside (ACSI)
north walsham, two mills
briarfields (ACSI)
lucksall (ACSI approved)
brean sands,unity (ACSI)
boroughbridge (C&CC)
richmond hargill house
YCP york
berwick seaview
bridlington
hebden bridge
the howard, rose abbey
wharfdale
lakeside park, north somercotes
pidley,stroud hill park

For Offline Reading

postcode
CB18NQ england
EX34 TEJ england
EX16 7TEN england
EX10 0QQ england
EX34 7THN england
DT2 8BE england
BH19 3EB england
BH23 8EB england
TA24 6DJ england
AB39 2RD scotland
DD7 6GR scotland
KW14 8XD scotland
KW1 5SP scotland
KY7 6NR scotland
KY16 8NN scotland
PH33 6SE scotland
IV2 5EF  scotland
IV40 8HQ scotland
PE37 7TAY england
DE6 3JL england
WRS 0EE england
GL54 2LF england
GL54 2LF england
S§80 3AE england
TR196HX england
GL71UT england
TA20 3QA england
NN17 3BB england
ST13 8TW england
NG23 6JE england
0X14XG england
CT18 7BG england
NE26 4RL england
BN2 5TS england
P0O20 1QH england
NR28 9NA england
GL51 0SX england
HR14LP england
TA8 2RB england
Y051 9LS england
DL10 5LJ england
Y032 9UB england
TD15 1QU england
Y018 1DU england
HX7 5RU england
YO18 8SA england
DB23 5PN england
LN11 7RB england
PE28 3DE england

country

county
cambridgeshire
devon
devon
devon
devon
dorset
dorset
hampshire
somerset
aberdeenshire
angus
caithness
caithness
fife
fife
invernesshire
invernesshire
invernesshire
norfolk
derbyshire
worcestershire
rutland
gloucestershire
nottinghamshire
cornwall
gloucestershire
somerset
lincolnshire
staffordshire
nottinghamshire
oxfordshire
kent
northumberland
sussex
sussex
norfolk
gloucestershire
herefordshire
somerset
yorkshire
yorkshire
yorkshire
northumberland
yorkshire
yorkshire
yorkshire
yorkshire
lincolnshire
cambridgeshire

blog no score 1-10 facilities

37
37
37
37
37
37
37
37
37
38
38
38
38
38
38
38
38
38
45
45
56
57
58
60
61
61
61
65
67
69
70
71
72
75
75
87
88
88
88
90
90
90
93
93
93
93
93
41848
66&75
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Y
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y.
Y
Y.
Y
Y.
Y
Y
Y
Y.
N
N
Y
Y
Y

when
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2013
2013
2013
2012
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2105
2015
2015
2015
2012
2013&15

site
cc
cc
cc
cc
cc
cc
cc
cc
cc
cc
Private
cc
Private
cc
Private
cc
cc
cc
Private
cc
cc
Private
Private
cc
C&CC
cc
cc
cc
cc
cc
C&CC
cc
cc
cc
Private
Private
cCc
cc
Private
C&CC
cc
Private
cc
cc
cc
cc
cc
Private
Private
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site name postcode country county blogno score 1-10 facilities when site
boroughbridge (C&CC) YO519LS england  yorkshire 90 6 Y 2015 C&CC
cardinney (C&CC) TR196HX england  cornwall 61 4 Y 2013 C&CC
oxford 462 abingdon rd (C&CC) 0OX14XG england oxfordshire 70 1 Y 2014 C&CC
balbirnie park KY7 6NR scotland fife 38 5 Y 2012 cc
berwick seaview TD15 1QU england  northumberland 93 7 Y 2015 cC
blackmore/malvern hills(also C&CC) WRS 0EE england  worcestershire 56 6 Y 2013 cc
blackshaw moor ST13 8TW england  staffordshire 67 8 Y 2013 cCc
blackwall plantation/carsington water DE6 3JL england  derbyshire 49 7 Y 2012 cc
briarfields (ACSI) GL51 0SX england  gloucestershire 88 9 Y 2015 cC
bridlington YO18 1DU england  yorkshire 93 3 Y 2105 ccC
brighton whitehawk BN2 5TS england  sussex 75 7 Y 2014 cC
bunree PH33 6SE scotland  invernesshire 38 7 Y 2012 cC
cherry hinton CB18NQ england cambridgeshire 37 6 Y 2012 cc
cirencester GL71UT england  gloucestershire 61 7 Y 2013 cC
clumber S80 3AE england  nottinghamshire 60 6 Y 2012 cC
crossways DT2 8BE england  dorset 37 9 Y 2012 cc
culloden moor IV2 5EF scotland  invernesshire 38 10 Y 2012 cC
damage barton (also C&CC) EX34 7TEJ england  devon 37 9 Y 2012 cc
dunnet bay KW14 8XD scotland caithness 38 10 Y 2012 cc
folkstone,black horse farm CT18 7BG england kent 71 8 Y 2014 cc
haycraft BH19 3EB england  dorset 37 7 Y 2012 cc
hebden bridge HX7 5RU england  yorkshire 93 4 N 2015 cc
illminster TA20 3QA england somerset 61 6 Y 2013 cc
lucksall (ACSI approved) HR14LP england  herefordshire 88 9 Y 2015 cc
milestone,cromwell NG23 6JE england  nottinghamshire 69 6 Y 2014 cC
minehead TA24 6DJ england  somerset 37 5 Y 2012 cc
minnows EX16 7EN england  devon 37 7 Y 2012 cC
morvich V40 8HQ scotland invernesshire 38 6 Y 2012 cc
new forest centenary site BH23 8EB england  hampshire 37 5 Y 2012 cCc
old hartleys NE26 4RL england  northumberland 72 9 Y 2014 cc
putts corner EX10 0QQ england  devon 37 8 Y 2012 cC
richmond hargill house DL10 5LJ england  yorkshire 90 5 Y 2015 cC
stamford finshade woods NN17 3BB england  lincolnshire 65 3 N 2013 cc
stonehaven AB39 2RD scotland aberdeenshire 38 4 Y 2012 cC
the howard, rose abbey YO18 8SA england  yorkshire 93 7 N 2015 cc
wharfdale DB23 5PN england  yorkshire 93 9 Y 2015 cc
willingcott EX34 7HN england  devon 37 6 Y 2012 cC
brean sands,unity (ACSI) TA8 2RB england  somerset 88 4 Y 2015 Private
breckland meadows, swaffham PE37 7AY england  norfolk 45 4 Y 2012 Private
chichester lakeside (ACSI) PO20 1QH england  sussex 75 2 Y 2014 Private
field barn farm, bourton,cotswolds GL54 2LF england  gloucestershire 58 3 Y 2013 Private
greendale farm park, whissendine GL54 2LF england  rutland 57 5 Y 2013 Private
lakeside park, north somercotes LN11 7RB england lincolnshire 418438 5 Y 2012 Private
north walsham, two mills NR28 9NA england  norfolk 87 8 Y 2015 Private
pidley,stroud hill park PE28 3DE england  cambridgeshire 66&75 6 Y 2013&15 Private
st andrews,cairnsmill KY16 8NN scotland fife 38 10 Y 2012 Private
wick riverside (also C&CC) KW1 5SP scotland  caithness 38 6 Y 2012 Private
woodlands, carnoustie DD7 6GR scotland angus 38 8 Y 2012 Private
YCP york Y032 9UB england  yorkshire 90 9 ¥ 2015 Private
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Certificate of Completion

A Crossing of the Atfantic vwas completed by Ventura . A A Crossing of the Atlantic was completed by Ventura
and all those that sailed on fer - : and all those that saifed on her

nd Barbados,
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From The Bridge Of Ventura

In Command
Stephen Howarth

Deputy Captain
James Brown

Safety Officer
Stephan Schjerback

First Officer
Scott Fenton & lain McConnachie

Second Officers
Antony Plows
John Fleming & Fionan MacAuliffe

Third Officers

Olutosin Ajene

Daniel Trewin & Laurence Searle

. Bartlomiej Dziedzic

Deck Cadet
William Creaven
Peter Kelly
Eoin Quinn

N803 - Caribbean & USA
S February 2018 - 11 March 2018

Ports of Call:

Southampton | UK
Ponta Delgada | Portugal
Bridgetown | Barbados
Pointe 2 Pitre | Guadeloupe
St John's | Antiqua

Ocho Rios | Jamaica
Montego Bay | Jamaica
New Orleans | USA

Key West | USA

Port Everglades | USA
Port Canaveral | USA
Charleston | USA
Southampton | UK

For Offline Reading

positve from key p
department to mdicate that the sﬂg?"
e intended voyage. This would include

ion and auxiliary machanery
readiness and that fuel, fresh water, lube od and
spares are safely stowed for the intended passage.
Additionally, that the ship’s stability critena as per
the Internatsonal Maritime Organisation requirement
has baen met. That all Uife saving apphiances are
i for immediate use and all havigational Systems
are fully operational. That 3t quests, Crew as well as
a local pilot are on board and dlearance to sail has
been granted by the local immigration authorities.
Thus, with physical confirmation that the ships side
openings were secured for sea as the final positive
report, Ventura commenced the \-ov.ggg.
The Master manoeuvred Ventura off the berth at
Ocean Terminal and slowly moved ahead, Officers,
who are ahways stationed forward and aft for every
arrival and departure, rred clearances, aiding
the tum into the bu channel ¢f the Solent.
Ventura slowed wag the Fawley Oil Terminal to

starboard, by a slight heel to port, and then
10 starboard she successfu n'ma%z(] the hairpin
bends of Calshot Spit and Brambile Bank to sail on to
Rass Cowes on the Isie of Wight.

aving Poctsmouth abalt thé beam, Ventura sailed
west of the Nab Tower into the English Channel
after disembarking the pilot. Westerly Courses set,
Vientura headed into the English Channel, towards
the North Atiantic.

Weather: Partly C!ouo¥
Wind: North-eastew. orce 3 (10 knots)
Temperature: 5°C/41.0°F

Tuesday 6 February - At Sea

Just as the sun rose, Ventura past Casquets amidst
moderate maring trathc. As the day drew on,
Ventura's bridge team navigated towards Lizard
Point and the mouth of the English Channel. By
midday, Ventura crossed the 5% West line and
committed to a great circle sail acioss the North
Atlantic towards the Azores.

Noon Position: 48° S76'N  006° 208'W
Distance tdl Noon: 260 NM

Weather: Overcast with Cccasional Showers
Wind: Nort , Force 8§ (35 knots)
Temperature: "C,’42AS°}

Wednesday 7 February - At Sea

£arly moming, in the tiny hours, Ventura sailed

out of and away from European waters. Ventura
continued comimitted to her sail along the arc of the
great circle track towards the Azores with, turbulent
seas predormnating her way. By late afternoon, the
sea conditions calmed as Ventura saiied on towards
crepuscular horizons,

Noon Position: 45° 04.6'N 014° 13.6'W
Noon to Noon: 398 NM

Weather: Overcast with Occasionat Showers
Wind: Notlher?l. Force 8 (38 knots)
Temperature: 11°C/51.8%

Thursday 8 February - At Sea

No change of course had occurred for some 8SNM
as Ventura continued south-westerly 3 the arc of
the great circle track towards the Azores, By micday
Veentura was some 730 NM to the north west of the
Portuquese capital of Lisbon and saiing across the
Macico Dos Azores Biscay.

Noon Position: 40° 39.2'N 021° 07.8'W
Neon to Noon: 405 NM

Weather: Mostly Cloudy

Wind: West-nor th-westerty, Force S (20 knots)
Termnperature: 15°C/57°F

Friday 9 February - Ponta Delgada

East of Sao Miguel Ventura completed her great
circle route and continued on rhumb line tracks
as the approaches to Ponta Delgada neared. With
piiot on board, Ventura sailed past the breakwaters
and tuming to Starboard about 180°, as the
winds remained nort . All the preparations
were completed after reversing into position port
side alongside, Once clearance was granted by
immigration, all were free to proceed ashore in
Ponta 3, from departure Southampton to
arrival Ponta Delqada, Ventura steamed a distance of
1324 Nautical miles. Ponta 3, on S30 el
::Sg?d' 5 t?ﬁ:apkg! of:lsne /:‘zges mhltma;mé of
ugal, striking, 3-arched city gates
the Gothic-styte Church of St. %bas&m are near
the harbour. The Convent and Chapel of Our Lady
of Hope houses a revered image of Christ, The
Carlos Machado Museum offers diverse artefacts of
Azorean culture. The dity is a gateway to the crater
lakes of Sete Gdades, to the northwest.

Date Last Updated 11/12/2020

m«aw'.mwsmg

Temperature: 20°(J68°F
All souls were on board and clearance granted when

the 9&'\9»:»&6 were shipped and the M e
commenced. Thrusting off the berth Ventura tumed
to Starboard, then proceeded past the breakwaters
and out of the hardour. With pilot away, Ventura
continued south-westerly courses,

Saturday 10 February - At Sea

Ventura made her way southwestward out of
Azorean Territorial waters and committed to a great
circle track across the Atiantic towards Barbados.
Crossing aver the fabled Atlantis Sea Mount before
midday, Ventura remained within the range of the
Kez»nmncnt high-pressure region, for which the

ores is renown, throughodt the day.

Ncon Position: 35° 02.1°'N 031° 09.8'W
Distance till Noon: 313 MM

Weather: S?afse Cloud

Wind: Northe: ?' force 5 SIB knots)
Temperature: 18°C/64.4°F

Sunday 11 February - At Sea

Overnight Ventura saded towards the trade wind
belt as she continued along the arc of the great
arcle track to Barbados. S#a and winds started to
increase by midday while Ventura commenced
crossing the 370 NM wide Mid Atlantic Ridge where
the half way mark lay,

Noon Position: 30° 594N 038° 058W
Noon to Noon: 428 NM

Weather: Overcast

Wind: North-2asterly, Force 6 (25 knots)
Temperature; 20°C/68°F

Monday 12 February - At Sea

Ventura cantinuad along the arc of the great
aircle track saling across the Atlantic towards the
Barbados. By mud moming, Ventura past the half
way mark, however it was not until late evening
that Ventura cleared the 5800 odd meter Ridge,
which lay diagonally across her path, The Mid-
Atlantic Ridge is very close to the height of Mount
Kilimanjaro at several ponts

Neon Position: 26° 277N 044° 391 W
N“%on_ to \;Joni:y438 NM

ather: Partly Cloudy
Wwind: East-nosth-eas(erfj. Force 5 (20 knots)
Temperature: 23°C[73.3°F

Tuesday 13 February - At Sea

A quiet naght and beautiful moming as the sun

rose astern, with Ventura south of 23.4° N latitude
thus officially in the Tropics. Altenng course by one
degree every 112 NM Ventura maintained the arc of
the great Crcle track through the Atlantic towards
Barbados. With the Mid Atlantic nidge cleared,
Ventura in to feel the adverse effects of the
North Equatoral Current which, follows the sland
chain northward, all the way from as far south as
Suriname to the coast of Florida.

Noon Position: 21° S0.7°N  050° 264'W
Noon to Noon: 421 NM

a
e cattah Lorce 5 (19 knots)
Temperature: 24°Cl75.2°F

Wednesday 14 February - At Sea

Into the morméng, Ventura continued southwesterly,
along the arc of the great circle track towards
Barbados. Through the Demarara Abyssal Plain,
Flying fish <k across the ocean’s surface
B_copeﬂed by Ventura's wake. By late evening, the

ghts of Barbados Shoe on the honzen as Ventura
made landfall,

Noon Position: 16° 59.9'N  055° 55.7'W
Distance till Noon: 426 NM
Weather: Sparse Goud
Wind: North-easterly, Force 6 (24 knots)
Temperature: 25°CJ77°F

Thursday 15 February - Bridgetown

The momi;? was quite busy for the bridge team
as they guided Ventura to the end of her great
circle passage and unto Rhumb line tracks to round
the north coast of Barbados. Once on a southery
course, Ventura made progress to the \a,puoa:hes
to Bridgetown. The pilot boarded and Ventura
showly made way past the breakwaters and into the
harbour. Steady enterprise saw Ventura make fast
amidst high winds, Starboard side to quay and with
clearance granted and gangways at the ready, all
were free o proceed ashore. From departure Ponta
Delgada to arrival Bndgetown, Ventura steamed

a distance of 2345 Nattical miles. Barbados is an
eastern Caribbean island and an independent British
Commonwealth nation, Bridgetown, the capital, is
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3 Cruise-ship port with colonial buildngs and Nidhe
Israed, a synagogue founded in 1654, Around the
-sland are beaches, botanical gardens, the Harrson's

Cave formation, ang I7tb<en :zptmtatm houses
fice St Nocholas Abdey. 005 nciude
afternoon tea and ai(tet

national sport,
Weather: Partly with Occasional Showers
Wind: North-east orce 5 (19 knots)

Temperature: 29°C/84.6
Al Souts on mardmddearmqaﬂedvm me

indication 1o secure the gangw ?‘3
Thrusted olf lhe bcvth wlth stcm 2

manoeuvred into the basin, The m»dsh S had lusl
deavcd the Dreakwaters when Ventura

ovwie( o and with engines
-ahead, sailed through breakwaters, Not
long after, Venturd was full away on sea pa wvth
courses set for the next port of call Pointe 3

friday 16 Febrvary - Pointe a Pitre

'nvmq‘ou( the t, Venturd progressad
noetherly on the ?g:boem Arlantic front, sallmg‘
PWIR Martinique and Dominica to port. It was st
IK,m when the pilot boarded and guided Ventura
thrcagh the namow perpl tbs of the channels
meargef into the mmng 50 and unto the berth,
Ventur 2 was i1 positon Starboard sde 10 quy,
with hnes all 1352, From departure Bodgetown to
arrival Ponte 3 mre leura steamed a distance of
211 Nautical miles. Cu &1‘3 3 French overseas
rrqnon is an island g &fm p -nl southern Canbbean
-ng a erfly, its 2 lasgest islands
Salée River, Hily Crande-Tetre

., On
aass-rmf:gm Parc \aﬂoras;?“la Guedeloupc
encompasses Carbet Falls and the volcano La Grande
gu&qgazmancu Islands include Marie-Galante and

it .

Weather
runpevlgre 2&‘(1824 ¢

It was confirmed that all souls were on board and
dc.vance granted when the Gangways were hq‘gd
and the Manoewnre cmmenccd !hrunmg off
berth with sternway, Ventura entered the Basin
with precise adroitness, the master with the aid of
the bndg{e team spun Ventura 180° and proceeded
thre he comoluted narrows out iNto open $ea.
With pnlo( anay Ventura continued on southerly
courses between the idles Mane c.ammmom
masshemngmrd(ohetmpoﬂolcalsx
'S,

Saturday 17 February - St. John's
Weaved between «slands courses lead northerly,
keaving 0 the right and

Montsérrat to rhe Ie't a3 Venlura past the southern

tip of Anti The mos dew was visible on the
lush flora, s the pilot boat Jett the shore side and

roachad Ventura, Tentativ venlua under
tomqe salled down the ext nanow channel
ten referred to a5 the “Jaws of De me

mour where lhc maslef yao?o

Starboard

and cleavanc ranted D/me imimigeation aﬂ were

free to ptocee\? 3Shore i SE. JONS From departure

Pointe a Aitre to arrival St John's, Ventura steamed
Nauwa s,

adistance of 142 ugua is one of
the two major Sands that make up the Caribbean
nation of Antigua and Betbuda with cocal
reels, it is known for s many sandy beaches
u?evnlametl\)g?ung. exempla lgogﬂ latlnon(l‘yq lrieg'dsh{‘
ues. a ary cockfail a
soyn s Dockyard, which Admnal
Norat-o Mson made his base in lhc 1 -

2 manina and the Dockyard Museum,
o Shirley Heights, a former m:lmtoohm w\'h
PANCrAMIC VIEws,

Weather: Sunny,
Wind: East-north-ea , Force 5 (21 knots)
Temperature: High 25* / 17'F

All Souls on board and clearance granted was the

indication to secure the gangways and let go lines,

Thrusting off the berth, with stefn way Ventura
manoeuvred into the basin and with cool

ntedect, th» m« n Ventura 180° bedore
s.ﬁng came, the West
Channel and out of the harbour. Ventura continued

narth easterly to clear the Coral reefs bel
adopnng wesxeﬂy courses 1o the next port of Gl

Sunday 18 February - At Sea
Throughout t and into the moming Ventuva

centinued sailig through the Caribbean Se.

mtwﬁy and pau of the British Virgin hlands
and Puerto lbco. which remamed vmb\e until mud

momng

HISPANola to the north o‘f me waoard beam for
the remainder of the day. Late svening, saw Ventura

For Offline Reading

sal Haiti and the north coast of lamaica
;:‘Jr“ hghts of the distant Cuba faintly visibie on the

Noon Position: 17* 028'N068' 6w
Distance tll Noon: 404

Weather: Sparse Cloud

Wind; Easr-nonh-casleu'! Force 5 (20 knots)
Temperature: 25°

Monday 19 February - Ocho Rios
Altering course o round the isles, Ven!
continued into the night on westerly courm along
the Jamaican north coast. Turquolse waters were
Clearly present with sunrise abatt of Ventura, as she
mantained a westery cm 10 the approach(v
to O(ho Ri05. At noon with pdot onboaed, \’muxa
ed a souM approach and with a gr.
-mnrx’uvre “gon she w.)s akmgsdc starboam sﬂe
10 Quay. Wi he ready, and clearance
granted mm aton, saw«e frée to procesd
ashore in s, from @ eparture St, John's to
anval Ocho Rcos. wmwa sreamed a distance of 884
has a h t o fo:M and
3 Jus! ts
reet-lined MY ot its all-lndusw resors
are dustered in Mont Bay wvlh its Bnush-(o’onnal
archaecture, and N known for its divi
!‘\txbehng sites. b:‘\;»ca !afmn:.dxas the b"n%h’:(c
o TS, its ¢2; 00 is home
0 the' Museun, dmk:?ed to the
e e Lo i oo e S
;xcn e parish of Saint Ann, w 5 home
Sinforest, mirs and watertalls, Dunn s Rier fafs
us a terraced, 180m mountain watertall wath lagoon
Pools, surmounded by trees.

Weather: r?
Wind: Easterly, orcesgl knots)
Temperature: 26°C/73

All souls were on board and dearance granted when

the gangways were shipped and the \g'o(\m

commenc , Theusting off the betth with no

Wntura !mned to port 180° before

sau bar.kmew she came, out of the harbour.
ty to clear the mainiand Ventura made way

mo open sea, before altering westerly to her next

port of call Montego Bay.

Tuesday 20 February - Montego Bay
'hl out the night, Ventura contnued westward
Mon(ego and once within 12 NM, the
preparations for the amival, With
s ( ed and plot on board Ventura
made her way Into the basin, The masterss prowess
pmved evident s Ventura spun onthe s 1807,
and then manoduvred astern at a of 4 knots
%n';-e d\;grn‘(d to gﬂm&s%\ arboard sde 1
2 (L
, ol were froe to%roteed ‘mgarw
fwm departure Ocho Rigs to armival Mont:
Ventura steamed 3 distance of 86 m:ﬁ?\z{‘
Montego Bay, the capital of Sa¥nt James Parish on
lamanca s north ggm 15 3 Maor cruise ship port

with numerous beach resorts and golf courses
outside its commMerdial core.
inchute Doaors C.m Beach and \Walter nc«hcr

AN ATWISETEN There is
smM%ﬁgﬁw( coral rpc?“',::n the ptoln(ted

Weather: Sparse Cloud
Wind: Emy ro::e 4 116 knots)

Temperature: 30°C,

sll So':g'sc o:n bolald and dearance granted M\’Na&
e indication o seaue gangw a

km Theusted of 4 o?o

he harbous, Ventura pmgress«l ahead
lhecMnnelmntoopm 03, Thermne!oloﬂo«
la!cwestwtd off to the north as American s
béckoned. Engines were set at a constant
the voyage to the next port of call New onaam

Wednesday 21 February - At Sea

The passage show fittle changes in course as,
Ventura continued sailing through the Caribbean
$£3 some 45 NM 10 the south of the Cuban coast
By mg Ventura mada her way into me 105 NM
wide an Channel, The westem m of Cuba hy
10 the east or off thesuboavdbexn

Yucatan Peninsula to the west, as akercd
course north westerly on route to New 0v|cans.

Noonmsation 20° 329 N08£’ 58.6'W
Drstance MOO
Weuher

v? 0 fonce 6 (24 knots)
rempevanre 25°CI7T°F

Thursday 22 February - At Sea

wau%ovgxaﬂugwm&ww‘m;WO
ventura ¢ N M\ nani mdf
of water in the world, By madday, thmms on

Date Last Updated 11/12/2020

the cusp of entering US waters, 35 several offshore

platforms were visble on the horizon. Ventura

prooelled the North Equatenal Current {now

lad the u“Sueam)madeqmdsoeed so much

sow by mid evening the pidt station, aigm by

the sea buoy was dchieved ahedd of s

w.m pdot oh board Ventura mmmen(ed her ten

”%?e up the Mississippi ane hour before

mdrughl Mlsﬁwppu River is the chief river of

drainage system on the North

Amer-(an L. second only to the Hudson Bay
L system. The sueam r:z'hd, within meM
United States (although its drainage basin reaches

mlo Canaea). t‘s source is i northem Minnesota and
enerally south for 2,320 miles (3,730 km]
lo the 3 Ssissippi River Delta in the Gulf of Mexic

Noon Pos m26‘32|\038'048w
Noon to Noon: 478

: Sparse 00
Wind: Easterly, Focce 5 I20 knots)
Temperature: 25°C/77°F

Friday 23 & 24 February - New Orleans

Theoughout the night, Venturd persisted against
acsgd kt[\ot:“?f fjuucnl av; the “““33,""?,{,’“‘:‘“",’, 'r;y
outward flowing). Speed reduced not on|
the Current but also by marine tratfic, keft Ventura
3t 3 steady ten of the ad fiftmen knots 10
drve 2t the Al Street . With two néswy pilots
onboud‘wthes«ondl . the initial arrhy
piot disembarked, and Ventura continued ap
tiating the Mississippi’s hawpin meanders.
a third cha 0f the pi om% {uu just after the half
wiay mnark, Ventura torm the beml wiah
the river at fiood, Vent swg
bow to port L m.mmm lhtuu', with e' to
oose {one ahead and cne astern), as the master
Jvoured to reduce the ateral motion as cause
the rivers flow. The rate of tum exceeded 30° as
came about a full 180° and backad past the
From departuse MOESD ?;5 f it New O
om e Mo Arval New Orieans,
Ventura steamed 3 dutance of 942 Nautical on
3 passage and 105 \a\mml mdes of river transit.

Weather: Mostly Cloudy with Occasional Showers

Wind: Easterly, foce 4114 knots)
Temperature: 30°(/86

Al Souts 0n board and clearance granted was the
indication ta secure the gangways and let go lines,
however river tratfic delayad de| rture Thiusted
of! mc ber(h, Into the middie of the nwr Ventura
ad and river

s Ventura's so&?d Vientura contnued out
of the Mississippi and into open sea, altenng course
southerly and setting RPM for 3 day at sea én-route
10 the next port of call Key West.

Sunday 25 February - At Sea
Ventura continwed south easterly throuqhou( the

nl ht a5 she vessed th h the Gulf of Mexico.
ng past installations by
wnlu:a S (ourse remaned unchanged
the day.

Noon Position: 26* 56.4'N  086* 47.8'W
Bismncevtil Noon: 288 NM

Weather: Cloudy
Wind: S Force 4 ‘M knots)
Temperature: 29° (/84 2°F

Monday 26 February - Key west
Throughout moming. Ventura altered to an easterly
COUrse as she hed Key West. Wath Pilot
d, the 88 Meter wide harbowr
Channel was entered and precision N
ensued. After 10 NM 3‘5""‘“"“' ACCUIACY, Ventura
entered the harbour and with the ysual dextenty,
was all fast Starboard side 1o quay
Fvom depar ture New Orleans 1o arrival ey West,
entura steamed a distance of 505 Nautical mides.

Weather: Par Clmdl
Wing: Sann-gzmw ce 4 (15 knots)
Temperature: 30°C/86°F

Mlerallmeﬂwdevwevebxkonmdmddl
Were g G

go all fine, when all lines were clear forward and

aft, Captain started thrusting off the berth. In safe
distance off the berth, ENGINES Were Sel astern,
When Ventura reached her tuming circie, Master
made 180° o er turn, Ventura
used 3 cmrsewmmom(hamno

deep sea. 3l plat Ventura
set easterdy headmg into n port nf all
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Tuesday 27 February - Port Everglades

AL ear?' in the n‘ornnng&enmra rounded SWU)017
tip of Florida, and set Northerly courses. With Gul
Stream current, which gave us 3 knots of push,
Ventura made her final approach to pilot staticn,
Leaving Meami on our Port side and before plot
em , wide turn to Port side was made. With
local palot on board, Captain safely navigate vessel
into narrow buoyed channel before entéring port
harbour. inside harbour waters, Ventura made 90°
swing and proceed backwards reached her final
docking position, Starboard side to the quay.

From d%parluze Key West to arrival Port Everglades,
Ventura steamed a distance of 184 Nautical miles.

Weather: Mostly clear skies with scattered douds
Wind: North-easterly, Force 4 (13 knots)
Terperature: 25°C77°F

Ventura was ready to sail, with all Guest and Crew on
board and dearance granted from local authorities,
Just before order from Bricge to let go all lines,

an emergency situation occurred. One of feflow
Guest had to be taken to the hospital, Fast and
efficiency medical evacuation was carmed out by
local ambufance. When the medical evacuation was
completed, all\Pang\v‘r,'s weve secured and <hell
doors closed, Ventura let go all lines and left harbour
waters of Port Everglades. After dearing

channel and local pdot was disembarksd, engines
were put to full ahead and northerly headings were
set to our next destination Port Canaveral.

Wednesday 28 February - Port Canaveral

On the course of the night and throughout the
morning, Ventura finds herself into northerly heading
along to Florida coast. With strong northerly set of
Gulf Stream current, which we used as extia power
on engines, Ventura made her final approach to
the Part Canaveral Plot Station. Az earfy moming
with pilot on board Ventura made her way thi h
buoyed channel, Finally passed brakwater and after
180° tyrn into the inner harbour basin, Ventura
made all line fast, Starboacd side to quay. Air Bridges
(onne(led.(?angways landed, and after clearance
granted all Guest were free to ge ashore and en)
E!easam day in Post Canaveral. From departure Port
verglades to arrival Port Canaveral, Ventura steamed
a distance of 150 Nautical miles

Weal;hc«. Same scattered clouds with many sunfny

spells.
Wind: South-easterly. Force 4 (15 knots)
Temperature: 23°C/73°F

All souls were on board and dlearance granted when
the gangways were shipped and the manoeuvr
commenced. Thrusting off the berth Ventura set
%'m ahead then proceeded past the breakwaters

out of the harbour. With pilot away, Ventura
continued northerly cousses.

Thursday 1 & 2 March - Charleston

On the course of the night and throughout the
morning, Ventura finds herselt into northerly heading
towards to our last port of call in to the USA. After
leaving behind us Florida State, Ventura commenced
sail along coast of Scuth Caroling, still using the
favourable set of Guif Stream currents, With all
pre-arrval checks completed and all Bridge Team
members i place, Ventura made her approach to
pilot boarding station to embark our local pilot. After
struggling with strong river current, Ventura was
safe alongside into Charleston Passenger Terminal.
lS}(arboar side 'x“gm&mh all line made fast, Air

ndge connected as wi 's ganqway landed,
all Guest were free to go asgom ang explore
Charleston. From departure Port Canaveral to armval
Charleston, Ventura steamed a distance of 264
Nauticat miles.

Weather: Mostly choucgcm:o_ughout with same fittle
tches of blue skies. Occasionally patchy rain
Ind: North-westerly, Force 4 (12 knots), increasing
to Force 6 (25 knots) at the evening.
Temperature: 17°C/n3°F

Next day after fmanight stay;'hcnadeston vat%ra
was preparning for departure passage
Atlantic Ocean, Unfortunately, due to bad wemgger
forecast, which was caused by storm Riley, the
e\l’eamaj route and itinerary had to be changed.
ather conditions forecast on Ventura's initial
route, krgely exc the conditions for a safe
and comfortable trip. After considenng af safety
aspects, decsions was made that Venturg wil use
a new route, which k2ad her south form the most
dapgerous weather condition. This new route would
be longer but more safe and comfortable for guests
and Crew. With a8 souls onboard and after vessel
was ready for sea passage as well for heavy weather
condition, Ventura with pilot onboard left Charleston
harbour. After clearing breakwater as well
channel, pilot was disembarking and Captain rang
“Full Away on Sea Passage”. Engines were put on full
ahead and Ventura commenced her voyage on way
back home, towards Southampron.

For Offline Reading

Saturday 3 March - At Sea

During course of the err;ig:r and throughout the

day, Ventura finds h f into mnitial course 1107,
increasing the distance behind to the coast of North
Amenca. Ura was sailing scuth to avosd the area
with bad weather condition, affected by storm Riley.
Ventura expenenced more than 8 meters swell,
wravelling across Atlantic Ocean form storm Riley,

Noon Position: 30° 22.9° N (72° 23.4'W
Distance till Noon: 414 NM P
Weather: Overcast with not precipitation.
Wind: North-westerly, Force 9 (45 knots)
Terperature: 22°C[72°F

Sunday 4 March - At Sea

Throughout the night, Ventura set on South-easterly
headings, approximate 2t 8.00am in the morming
Ventura change to easterly heading of C90°. Our
Noon position placed us same 250 Nautical mees

to the South of Bermudan Island. At the evening,

3t about 6.00pm Ventura altered course into East-
north-easterly of 070°, towards to Azores Isdand,
across the Atlantic Ocean.

Noon Position: 28° 29.0'N (64° 31.7'W

Noon to Noon: 431 NM ¢ v
Weather: Mostly cloudy with same brightening, no
precipitation

Wind: North-westerly, Force 6 (25 knots)
Temperature; 22°C[72°F

Monday 5 March - At Sea

Over cowse of the night and throughout the day
Ventura kept the East -north-easterly heading o
070° towards Azores Island on her transatiantic
crossing. During the day the nearest land or in Latin
Terra Firma was around 550 Nautical miles North-
\slveerd of us on our Port quarter, which was Bermudan
island,

Noon Position: 30° 22.2" N 056° 00.4'W
Noon to Noon: 463 NM
Weather: Mostly cdoudy with same sunay spell, no

%ersgmtation
:Weslerlg. Force 6 525 knots)
Temperature: 21°C[70°

Tuesday 6 March - At Sea

Beautiful clear, blue skies greeted us on another
ventura sea day. Ventura throughout the night and

followed East-north-easterly heading of 0707
towards Azores Island across the Atlantic Ocean, Cur
Noon position gives us the same latitude as Tripoli
in Libya or San Diego, California n the USA. The
average depth benieath the keel was S000 metres,
which ates to approximately 16404 feet, Durk
tha day the nearest land was around 855 Nautical
mides North-east of us on our Port shoulder, which
wias Flores island, the most westward istand of the
Archipelago of the Azores.

Noon Position: 32° 41.9' N 047° 415'W
Noon to Noon: 449 NM ]
V‘Vea’dsev: Pleasant, sunmry day with little amount of

clowds.
Wind: South-westerly, Force7 (28 knots)
Temperature: 22°C[12°F

Wednesday 7 March - At Sea

Throughout last night and during the day we have
continued to follow our East -north-easterly course
across the Atlantic Ocean, During the day Ventura,
?%eweﬂ crossing over the Middle Atlantic Ridge

Noon Position; 34° 57.6'N 039 22.5'W
Noon to Koon: 442 NM

Weather: Overcast in the morming, cleared into the
afternoon.

Wind: South-westerly, Force 8 (38 knots)
Termperature: 21°Cf70°F

Thursday 8 March - At Sea

East-north-easterly courses along laid down track
Ventura continued over night and majority of the
day. With the progress of the day, Ventura made her
approached to the Archipalago of the Azores. At
around 9.00'prn Ventura passed between Sao Miguel
tsland (on which it is located Ponta Delgada) on

our Starboard side in dstance of 50 Nautical miles
and Terceira Island {on which it is located Praia da
Victona) on cur Port side in distance of 27 nautical
miles. In this point Ventura altered course to North-
easterly of 047° and commit to a great circle track
acros'sé‘he Atlantic to make way towards the English

Ncon Position: 37° 21.1°N  030° 22.5'W

Noon 1o Noon: 453 NM

Weather: Partly dloudy with a lot of sunny spells in
the morming, Overcast with same occasionally haze
in the aftemoon,

Wind: South-westerly, Force 8 (35 knots)

Date Last Updated 11/12/2020

Temperature: 18°CJ64°F

Friday 9 March - At Sea

Ventura continued 10 sail the arc along the great
circle track towards the English Channel. By midday
Ventura was some 600 Nautical miles due North-
west of the Lisbon in Portugal, and the nearest land
or in Latin Terra Firma was around 560 Nautical miles
east of us, which was Cape Finisterre, the North-west
tip of Span.

Noon Position: 41° 28.2° N 022° 01.5°'W

Noon to Noon: 476 NM

Weather: Overcast with accasionally rain, Sea spray
on deck

Wind: North-westerly, Force 11 (60 knots)
Temperature: 15°C/59°F

Saturday 10 March - At Sea

Early-moming saw Ventura sail across the Azores
Biscay Ridge as she continued 2iong the arc of the
qreat crcle track towards the §n§15 1 Channel. By
midday Ventura was 350 Nautical mies off the
French coast of Brest on swift approach of the
English Channel,

Noon Position: 46° 26.3'N 012° 46.7" W
Noon to Noon: 460 NM

Weather: Overcast with occasional squalls and
showers

Wind: South-south-westerly, Force 8 (38 knots)
Temperature: 12°C [54°F

Sunday 11 March - Southampton

Early morning Vientura finds hersaif at the entrance
te the English Channel. With Lands End only 25
Nautical miles off the Port beam Ventura altered into
the English Channel, and mantained throughout
easterly courses 1o remain only 15 Nautical miles off
the coast of England.

Neon Position: 50° 02 6'N 003° 22.2'W
Neon to Noon: 448 NM

Weather: Mostly cloudy with same drizzle

Wind: South-south-east, Force 8 (36 knots)
Temperature: 11°C [52°F

Ventura entered the Solent in the evening. The Nab
Tower was only 10 Nautical miles away when Ventura
slowed, boarded the pilot then proceeded to the
west of the Nab. The speed was increased, to pass
Cowes on the isle of Wight, as Ventura preparad to
m?o(me the hairpin bends of Bramble Bank and
Calshot Spit. With 3 sight heel to starboard and
then to port Ventura accomplished the tums then
slowed to pass Fawley Qil Terminal and Dock Head
As per the norm for every arrival and departure,
the team was breted, and Officers went to ther
stations forward and Aft, and reported Clearances.,
The Master delicately pirouetted Ventura into
sition at Ocean Teaminal, Southampton, home,

rom departure Charleston to arrival Southampton,

Ventura steamed a distance of 4142 Nautical miles.

12 %05 ales

During Cruise N803 Ventura steamed
a total distance of 11179 nautical miles
on passage.

* Entries are made ahead of time hased on passage phavng and
OPetad fovie,

1 Nautical Mde = 115 Statute Wiles = 1852 metess

Winnd force refers to the Beautort scae.

On beha'f of the Captan Maron Banach, Oficers and Crew, thanik you
$or choosng 0 bl with PRO Cruses, especially on boad Wekura,
and we Rook lorwand 10 Being able to welcome you on board agan 1
the rea Tuture.

On beha¥ of the Captain Siephen Howarth, Dficers and al Crew,
thank you for ¢hoosing 1 travel wth PEO Crures, espevally on board
Ventura, and we ook forward Lo ey abke 1o wekcome you on boand
239N in the rear Tuture.
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What your Chinese zodiac animal is:

Rat: 2008, 1996, 1984, 1972, 1960

Ox: 2009, 1997, 1985, 1973, 1961
Tiger: 2010, 1998, 1986, 1974, 1962
Rabbit: 2011, 1999, 1987, 1975, 1963
Dragon: 2012, 2000, 1988, 1976, 1964
Snake: 2013, 2001, 1989, 1977, 1965
Horse: 2014, 2002, 1990, 1978, 1966
Goat: 2015, 2003, 1991, 1979, 1967
Monkey: 2016, 2004, 1992, 1980, 1968
Rooster: 2017, 2005, 1993, 1981, 1969
Dog: 2018, 2006, 1994, 1982, 1970
Pig: 2019, 2007, 1995, 1983, 1971
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. . CROSS CANADA IN A MOTORHOME 1999 & 20°
OUR GAP YEAR "DOWN UNDER" - 2007-8 Plus USA: FL,NY,ME in 1997 & 2010
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THE BIG TRIP 2017
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